Aetiology and Infection
its damp situation was considered to be unsuitable to their health.
The remaining members of the family, Patrick and Anne,
became subsequently infected. Patrick, who had given way to
intemperate habits, died in 1848, at the age of thirtyxone; Emily
died three months later in the same year at the age of thirty;
and Anne died in May 1849 at the age of twenty/nine. Charlotte,
the member of the family who survived longest, and the only
one to marry, died at the age of thirty/nine, and the history of
her state of health indicates that she suffered from slowly pro/
gressive disease with intermittent phases of exacerbation. In these
members of the family the assigned cause of death was con/
sumption or phthisis, with the exception of Patrick, in whose
case death was attributed to chronic bronchitis and marasmus,
which in a young man of his age and with such a history of
contact could only mean tuberculous infection. The writer has
met with one or two instances of severe family tuberculosis, in
all of which the father was the primary source of infection. One
family consisted of sixteen children, only one of whom reached
adult life, and seven of whom were known to have died from
pulmonary tuberculosis. The father of another family often had
suffered for a long period from cough and some huskiness of
voice; he died at the age of fifiyone from pulmonary tuberculosis;
the mother remained well throughout. Of nine children, four
died of pulmonary tuberculosis, one from tuberculous meningitis,
and four had clinical evidence of pulmonary tuberculosis, of
whom three had positive sputum. The ages of the pulmonary
cases ranged from sixteen to twenty/five.
INFECTION IN INSTITUTIONS. Reference to the
tragic history of the Bronte family directs attention to the possibility
of epidemic outbreaks of tuberculous infection in schools and other
institutions. The collecting of either young or subnormal persons
together in institutions where the feeding and the general hygienic
standard, especially as regards cleanliness, fresh air, and spacing,
are inadequate is liable to give rise to an outbreak of tuberculosis
in epidemic form when once infection is introduced.
An outbreak of this character has been reported in a home
which provided accommodation for girls from Boards of Guar/
dians. In the outbreak there were forty cases of illness with eleven
deaths which were attributed to tuberculous disease. It was
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